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2020 snapshot of Waste Services

With ~250,000 customers on 

curbside collection and ~180,000 on 

communal collection.

Residences Serviced

430,000

4 locations (1 closed for 4 months)

Peak of ~34,000 users per month 

in the summer. 

Eco Station Visits

272,000

The EWMC received ~460,000 

tonnes of waste from both 

collection and self-haul.

Tonnes of Waste

465,000



Materials Recovery 
Facility (MRF)

CompostingAnaerobic Digestion 
Facility

Refuse Derived Fuel 
Facility

Integrated Processing 
&  Transfer Facility



25-year Waste Strategy

➔ On September 10, 2019, City 
Council approved the 25-year 
Waste Strategy.

➔ The Strategy is grounded in a 
zero waste framework and 
applies to all sectors.

➔ Work will be delivered over the 
next 25 years. 



Edmonton residential waste generation trends



➔ Recognizes where Edmontonians are 
now, and sets the stage for 
future initiatives.

➔ Action-oriented; partners are key.

➔ Set short and long term goals, with 
comprehensive performance framework.

Highlights of Roadmap ‘24



Roadmap ‘24 context

➔ Annual average increase of 5 kg per capita waste 
generated (2017-2020).

➔ Waste generation appears to fluctuate largely based on 
external factors (economic conditions, consumer trends).

➔ Yard waste, food waste and plastics are targets for the 
residential sector. 

➔ Paper, food waste and plastics are targets for the 
non-residential sector.

New research has been proposed to help forecast future 
generation rates based on changing economic conditions.



responses 
to public survey

~3,000

Roadmap ‘24 process

42

➔ Environmental and advocacy groups
➔ Charitable services (redistribution)
➔ Food rescue
➔ Commercial waste generators
➔ Federal and provincial governments
➔ General population

22 42
jurisdictions 

scanned
stakeholder 

groups 
invited



Desired outcomes

➔ Edmontonians are supported in making the behavioural and 
operational shifts necessary to reduce waste. 

➔ Barriers to zero waste innovation and circular economy 
initiatives are removed.

➔ Awareness of and participation in waste reduction programs 
increases. 



➔ 10 specific actions over the next three 
years.

➔ Waste reduction reflected in branch 
decisions:
◆ Small green bins 
◆ Fee differential on garbage carts
◆ Excess waste drop off program 

Waste reduction actions



➔ Scope includes shopping bags, straws, 
accessories, cups and food service ware.

➔ Prioritize reduction, not substitution.

➔ Align with provincial EPR legislation and 
federal regulations.

➔ Complement our membership in the 
Canada Plastics Pact.

➔ Includes a combination of regulatory 
and voluntary approaches. 

Early action: Single-use item reduction strategy & bylaw



➔ Support the waste reduction efforts of businesses, institutions 
and other non-residential organizations.

➔ Members will benefit by learning from each other, connecting 
with City staff, and by contributing to the next Waste 
Reduction Roadmap.

➔ The City will benefit from improved insights about 
non-residential best practices, and how it can best support 
further waste reduction. This will help improve long term 
goals/metrics.

Early action: Waste reduction network



Short and long term targets

0%
Roadmap’24 Target

growth
20%
25-year Target

reduction



Thank you

Denis Jubinville Sarah Wilmot
denis.jubinville@edmonton.ca sarah.wilmot@edmonton.ca



For more details, visit 
www.edmonton.ca/wastereduction 



Performance framework


